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L-R Mr Matej; Dr Okojie and Special Adviser (Post and

Telecommunication) to the Hon. Minister of Communication

Technolgy Dr. Abidun Jagun

The International Research Exchange (IREX),

a non-governmental organization based in

the United States of America is looking to

contribute towards the modernization of public

libraries in Nigeria.

To this end IREX's Country Director in Ukraine, Mr Matej Novak visited some libraries in Nigeria

from 1 – 3 June, 2014 and held meetings with a number of stakeholders. “I heard a lot of interesting

things happening in Nigeria so I came here to see how we can modernize the public library sector. It

is an assessment trip to gather information but we are yet to decide whether to invest in Nigeria or

not,” said Mr Novak. The meeting was at the instance of Librarians' Registration Council of Nigeria

(LRCN).
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Part of IREX's core objective is to improve access

to information through the modernization of

public libraries and providing public access to

internet in libraries. Having worked in many

countries, activities going on in Nigeria to

enhance public access to information also caught

the organization's attention and they are now

considering the possibility of working in the nation's

While in Nigeria, the IREX official met with representatives of the Ministry of Communication

Technology; Nigerian Communication Commission; Universal Service Provision Fund; Federal

Capital Territory Authority Education Secretariat and Ekiti State Government. Mr Novak visited the

National Library of Nigeria, Federal Capital Territory branch and a Rural Information Resource

Centre in Karshi Abuja for first hand information about what operating a public library in Nigeria is

like.

library sector.



Having interacted with stakeholders on areas of joint interest and visited some libraries, he

concluded that there is a lot of drive by Nigerian government to promote the use of information and

communication technologies. Mr Novak said Nigeria and IREX are both members of the Alliance for

Affordable Internet (A4AI) Coalition, hence the need for the two members to deliberate on ways of

improving access to information using the internet. “We will talk further more concretely. Our key

interest is in modernizing public libraries so people can use them.”
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L-R: NCC Rep. Adekoya Oparinde, Head FCT City Library

Neamath Abdulrahim, Dr. Okojie and Matej
Libraries initiative funded by the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation.

IREX had made successful interventions in about

2000 public libraries in Ukraine through its 5-year

Bibliomist project, bringing in technologies and

training librarians. Matej manages the project

which helps communities in Ukraine by

modernizing access to information in public

libraries. As part of the project, the libraries were

equipped with technology so that citizens have

better access to information, and over three

thousand librarians are being trained to provide

better services. Bibliomist is part of the Global

Data collected within the period demonstrate that modernizing public libraries improves bridging

the digital divide in the country, according to Mr Novak who added that the model works. He said

that for certain segments of the population, public libraries remain their only avenue to access ICTs.

He said for all their interventions in Nigeria, LRCN will be their official contact.

Registrar/CEO of LRCN, Dr Victoria Okojie said Nigeria will welcome IREX's intervention especially

in the area of training for librarians as this will help reposition public libraries to serve the country as

it should. She said plans are underway to transform public libraries in Nigeria to public access

venues.

Meeting with the NCC Representative Meeting with the USPF Representatives



P.3

T
he National Information Technology Development Agency (NITDA) in collaboration with

Librarians' Registration Council of Nigeria (LRCN) and Consultancy Support Services

Limited has produced a draft standard for elibraries in Nigeria. The document defines the

minimum standards and guidelines for setting up and managing e-Library Systems which includes:

infrastructure, document management processes, hardware and software management, staffing

as well as accessibility mechanisms.

Hon. Minister of Information and

Communication Technology Mrs. Omobola

Speaking at the stakeholders' forum for final review of the draft standards, held from 11 – 12

June, 2014 in Lagos, Registrar/CEO of LRCN, Dr Victoria Okojie, said elibraries have come to stay

as part of the library service in the 21st century, therefore developing standards to regulate their

establishment and deployment is indeed a step in the right direction.

The guidelines will benefit Government Agencies and other organizations which have no standards

to refer to in establishing and applying eLibraries. The standards are intended to be used in

conjunction with more detailed standards and guidelines which suit indigenous needs and

conditions. Library managers are expected to use their experience and judgment to apply these

standards and guidelines in accordance with the exigencies and possibilities of local conditions.

Nigeria Gets Draft Standards for eLibraries

Registrar/CEO LRCN Dr.

Victoria Okojie
Director General NITDA Mr. Peter Olu

Jack

Dr Okojie noted that proliferation of elibraries in Nigeria is a good development but requires the

application of standards and guidelines that reflect global best practice. “The document will

address issues such as standards and guidelines in collection management; intellectual property

and digital rights management; content, especially local content development; metadata and

library management software; security; preservation and conservation and monitoring and

evaluation systems,” the Registrar said.

The document read in part: 'e-Library Standards and Guidelines are issued in accordance with

National Information Technology Development Agency (NITDA) Act 2007andLibrarians'

Registration Council of Nigeria (LRCN) Act 1995 and are subject to periodic review by NITDA in

collaboration with LRCN and other Stakeholders. A breach of the Guidelines shall be deemed to be

a breach of the aforementioned Acts.'



Lawmakers Commend LRCN’s Capacity
Building Programmes

These standards and guidelines are mandatory for all institutions, private or public, which receive

any form of funding from Government or are available to the public. The standards apply to all

owners and users of e-Library in both public and private institutions.

Chairman of the Committee, Comrade Uche

Chukwumerije said the oversight visit was not

aimed at inquisition on activities of the Council but
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L-R: Sen. Ayade, Dr Okojie, Comrade Chukwumerije and Sen.
Bagudu at the meeting

that they have come as joint partners in joint venture. He sought to know more about how LRCN is

contributing towards bridging the skilled manpower gap in Nigeria.

Cross Section of the Lawmakers and NASS Education

Secretariat Staff during the visit

Members of the Senate Committee on
Education have commended the
Librarians Registration Council of

Nigeria for conducting training programmes to
bridge the skills gap in the sector.
The Lawmakers made this commendation on
Monday, 30 June, 2014 when they paid an
oversight visit to the Council. A member of the
committee, Senator Professor Ben Ayade
representing a senatorial district in Cross River
state said LRCN is poised to organizing more
workshops that reflect the needs of Nigeria.

Responding, the Registrar/CEO of LRCN, Dr Victoria Okojie told the Committee members that LRCN

had prioritized capacity building for librarians and conducted eleven (11) workshops that

addressed different needs in the sector as at date.

Dr Okojie also explained that LRCN had sought

partners to help in fulfilling its mandate part of which

is training of librarians and to this end, the Council

signed a memorandum of understanding with the

Universal Service Provision Fund (USPF) to manage

the 74 elibraries established by the Fund and for the

training of librarians working in the libraries. She said

LRCN has produced draft standards for different

categories of libraries in Nigeria including the

Academic, Public and Government libraries.

She provided a detailed up to date report of all other

activities of the Council which the lawmakers

described as a very comprehensive report.


